elidbers have a pew competitive
pebvantage o offer prs cusiom-
ers - polyurethane mouldings
with finer detail, faster insial-
Ratiom, and lower intal cost than waditional
masierials,

In jouday’s market, keeping up with ihe
competition |5 no easy sk, Home improve-
ment fetallers know they meed the mwokt
up-tio-date peoslucts capable of producing

immedinle advantages {or thewr pro

pelyiarethane moibing dafes mome aesthetis
detail and Nexibalny due o @ ngormous man:
ulacturing process. Hecause polyarethane
proddiucts arg moilded, nandfaciuners ang
able o accurately vommol the lolemamnces and
profile mating from one picce 1o aniher,
This yields intrecately detabled, yei shamp,
fentures, permuiting a wide vaniety of o
tive patierns — many of ihem so uniguely
ariistic they are copynighisl.

customers. Contractors need every
oumce of help they can get while bat-
iling others to win g bid. Dine persis-
lent challenge his been the limata-
tioms of irsditional moulding materi-
als e berms of detanl, Baboar cost, and
podal cost, In the decign contmecting
arcnn. il vou lack the viswal appeal

Eheere™s nov indenest; ke foo long
and there's mo profii; boich o job and
thesre s i payinenl nmill o repatationn.

Formmately for relatlers dedscand
o serving the necis of their custom-
crs and keeping up with competition,
mew polyerethane mouldings with
finer dewml, fover istallotion, and
berveer iotal gost are providing o com-
peiitive advantage, incloding lewer
fix-ups and more neferrals

T RicHT Looi

Thouwgh wood or MDF | medinm
density fibrebaprd) are traditional
mimlerial clwices for moukling, ey
can lack the necessury detail or
pesthetic Mexibillty 1o achieve ithe
dexired look for 4 home or commer-
cil binlding.

“Some moulding profiles you just can’l
dupiu:.:l:' m wood, says Bran Leuthel,
et ol Bukll Beyoml Design, o eonsirue-
(ifali] i':q.'iFrl arnd rwm:lk:ii.ng busmes, “Espe-
cinlly fowr detailed desipns or o layered Jook,
the hand curving or CNCamilled woodwyork
reguired simaply beoomes unaffondabde.™

However, retaslers amd design oonbrac-
fanrs are fimling that i place of trditknal
materials ke wod, recently infroduced
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"The detnil you find in polyurethone
mwomibifing, you really can’t fined in any other
medium,” says Lesithel

Leuthe]l paimis 1o the Victoran crown,
Greck, Renaissance. and old workd Eunopean.
syl profiles he's been able 1o achicve with
polyurethane mouldings by manuficiuners
stich @ Archilectural Cmamend, (iber mami-
facturers such as Profile Moulklings, Spectis

Mowlders Inc., CGEPL Trwhison, Deoor Mowld.

aowaing B8 \fany

ings, wnd Balmer Architecnersl Mouldings
I, & Witek Inc, also offer o wiide selection
ol pulyvurcthane moubdings, and some oller
il doa helpy veuihy metnllagson

FLExisil MouLDiNG

Oin orse Tastore house budlt 0ot TR0k,
Lewthel says he couldn’t have made the
sk right with anything other than peoly-
urethane masileling. “Bevause the ceiling
wis bowed and the house sank in
the centre, everyone thought we'sl
harve 1o gack the wihobe house up,™ he
says, “Insical, sinee the polyuncthane
moaildings have some grve, | was
able to Maten it ot in cormers ond
tevird the cealing. This cormecied ithe
sight limes o vou couldn't tell the
ariginal comers were crookod oF the
cenire of the moom sagpad. Wood or
ploster mowldings would have been
ton rigad b achaeve sich oesthetics.™

For & consistent lissk throwghou
CVETY nspes ol @ room, the Fh:ll'ri-
uncihane moulding process also bes
design contrmctors offer o complet
complement of maling producs. In
addition o crown moulding. exim
sovenis include haschoands, moseiies,
cetling medallions, chair mils, exee-
Hor (K, crimnecway sysicim, pancl
mobdings, wall niches, domes, copi-
lals, |I|.i.l:'-|'|L"l'!1. il cormer devormbons

FASTER IMSTALLATION

Unlike wond or MEW, which can
Fejuife nse-consuming jouming of
multiphs pieves and handwork, poly-
irngthane prondicts can be moubded 1o
the: right size and shape finm the star. This
sircorileies. insEallabion omd fovvers ol cosd,
particulardy when laverng comples profiles
oot plicrping diffscult crovn mwoibdings,

“Lavering severml smaller woud profiles
together fo pet @ larger layered moulding is
costly and time-consuming. You've pot o
mieasaire, chalk Ime, lny out, glue, level, and
wall for it to dry. Insiesl, why niol skl 5
the correct saee amd shape o begin withT™
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Polvurethane moubdings can also sim-
phfy crown moubkdings, often considensd
tiv b o ol the hardes) tasks in carpeniry
because of the inside-ountside, double com-
pemind mitre typecally requinsd. “Inesperi-
enced conirnciors can end up throwing oul
mare crown moulding than they pul up,
Using polyuréthang moulding insiead of
winnd can eut installstion tme in bolf, or
even by three-gquarters if using maiching
corner Mocks where appropeiate.”

Architectural Omament is the [irst
moubling manufscterer to provide malch-
ing comer hlocks, which ane short preoes of

mobding creabed For laying moulding in and
around comens. withount the need for com.
poand midring. Since the Wi-degree angle
is built imo the piece, struight cuts on any
mitre saw ane all that's mecessary (o ene-
wie perfectly matched comerns. The closad.
cell nature of polyurcthane also eoables the
mnierial o s eaaly withoud splging and
reaasds splitting when cut, naihad. or scresed
There is i need o pre=inll every naal holbe,
Balmer Architeciural Mouldings oifers
designer mitre blocks for use at all 90
degree corners and belween lengths of
crowT mioalkling, The ise of Bocks elomi-
nades the meed o cul mitres or makch the
patterns at points and halves installation
time. [ also eliminales any concermn aboul
tnke up, Moulling kngths s cut slightly
longer than required ond sprung into place
betwieen the bocks during installation

LIGHTWRIGHT AND PRE-PRIMED

Of panicular appeal to many contracton
is o lightweight polyurethane moulding is
eompared b heavier wood and MDF products,
wihich can requing an exir lnbosner o ifi, posi-
ton, oF hold moikdmg in place. Where wood
ofr MDF products typically require seanch-
ing for aned mailing im0 suds o sppon their
weighd, polvurcthane moolding can be simply
nailed inbo drvwall i provide 1emporry sup-
pcert it the canlking glue dries.

The finishing process is even mone simipli-
fied bocouse many polyvurcthane mobbing
prodiucts come pre-primed and ready o pamt

This primer sceepts @ brond mnge of spe-
crally firdahes aich as decoapage, crackling,
verdigrs, matullic, colour wash, wond grain,
sdenciling, and  marblizing. Polyurcthune also
alkvws the fillimg of neil holes wath spackling,
s oppeosed 1o wood or MIF, which calls for
vl [ilbers that cun shrimk and fall our,
“Because polyurethane moulding is
Hghtweight amd easy o install. | can put up
cipht-foot sections by mvsell, which sases on
labowir costs. I"m able io finish pobs in Ball ihe
time | would otherwise, | recently ipstalled
1000 (et of epovwen maoulilinig i four b

Lower Toral Cost

Perhprs the best feature of polyunethane
mraliding is the fact that i oficn costs bess
than its desomtive wond counterpans. [nes-
pensive for netailers 10 sbock amd bess expen-
sive [or design contracions o by, prices (o
i plece of polyurethane crown moulding are
typically less expensive tham buying a peece
af devorative wood moulling. When onm-
Bimed with the lower cost ol lsbour invelved,
polyurctlane moulding represents a hargain.

Muoreover, unlike wood or MOE moald-
ing which may split or splenter when nmiled
of cut, must b sanded and premed, shrinks
of swells with hinsdiey change, and = sub-
oot 1o warping, mating, and insect damage
evett after tntallation, polvismeihane moald-
ing requires virmually po maintenance, Poly-
irctlEane moulding B impervious 10 ol
nire, nsects, und ml, which mikes i egually
swiitabile For olibdoor oF isdoor ke, 6
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