it the contbued tredd of sirong

home wabes and interest in home

decorstion and renovation, oui-

door Ty ing spaces have becoe
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ppariments and town homes, the baloony or
deck area becomes another room in o small
BpacE.

For houses, o backyvand orea s a perlect
spol for fnmily dinners and a place o relux
during the long kot days of summer. For ihe
retasker. this 15 @ |1|.'r|-e|.'1 wiy o sell potio
furniture, decking. and other accessories
i make the outdoor Hving spaces comfort-
able and wleal for entertaining in the warm
wenther,

It s & sector which & growing. Retail
sales of casunl and outdoor furmiiure hi
S48 billion m 2005, With more disenetion-
.lr:.. [ J) ellp i .I.'IIIJ a locuds o |ILI‘II'H.' II1||:|FI1'|||'.'
ment, Uhe casunl and outdoar furmiture
imirket has been growing and will comtinue
1o change and expand with the trends coim-
g T the estabhished furmilure sector

HoMmi IMFEOYEMENT

RETAILING

With that, comes innovations in style,
design, fabric, pnd materials o Gt ol bad-
gets

Chnndoor spaces are definitely multi=fune
thiiial. Far entertainlng friends mnd family,
there nedds to be adequnte space for seating
as well as for accessories, When planning
an outdoor space, consideration of o dimng
arca, a |l.r|.||'|;,:||l|.' area, and, when |"~:='|-1|h||.‘.
a coiking arca, are the big three. Choiee of
mutenials will determane the need o sbor-
apge fow Cleese aneas

MATERIALS

Fatio furniiure materials are a growing
categary. Here's the most populor st differ.
el prioe points:

Bl LIRS
Lightweight amd easily moved, alisminm
furminare is weather-resisiont. availeble in o
variely of linishes and highly affordahle,
Alamuinum comes 1l o wide array ol sayles,
Tis appeal lends isell woany style of décor,

fio

vingiSpace

omeowners Turn Outdoors
Into Li

It can be left oatside. bt 1o extend its we,
placing it in a shornge area o using covers
pre goosd options, For yearly maimtenance,
of momolive wix or paste wax will
help protect the finish. For cleaning during
the summer season, liguid dish detergent
will remove mosd stnins; use othpasie on
stinbborny sbakns of Hght scratches
and steel wonl or $-6000 grin
sandpaper on nust,

o o

TEAK

A hard-
wood that
has become
popular fof
its rich dark
colour and
ganlic sivie,
this 18 &
nore: Expe-
%ive choice
[or ouldoor formi
e, but with proper
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care will last a lifetime. Teak has Becon
o popular chokee for people seeling a more
contemporary syle for iheir ouldoor space,
It cam be left outside and iis 1op Layer will
become o silvergray hue like other woods
ipine, oak, cedar). Excessive moisiure can
cause preces (o orck or splil over time,
T extend s life, covers of stormge ohe
pecessary. To maintain the nch dark cobmir
of teak furmiiure, a furniiure odl should be
mpplied vearly and Isquid detergent used for
oocisbnal cleandng, Sanding the furndiwne
will remove the silvery/gray hue in onder
o resiore the darker tones of this wood. If
paint B A considerntion, in oil-bassd exie-
rior enamel and 1op coal of manimse vamish
are recommended,

Wickin/RATTAN

Wicker has always been a favourite for
traditional outdoor spaces and this cale-
gory has changed from just white wicker.
With banann keaf, mittnn, and other exotic
solrces, the 'qn':l!.- ol natira] hises ];iv;-:\.
the option to avokl paim
and b IncOrpoTale inko a
Mwe Soniempormry style
andl have alwo esiended
the prices to a slightly
higher bracket than just
wicker, Furniture made
fromm these natural prod-
acls are very siscepii-
ble o Mother Moture’s
eifects, Sun dres oual the
maberinl and will break it
down over time (which
is why a ot of wicker
is painted) and maois-
ture will aleo pegatively
affect the material. It i
best miored m a dark dry
storape mrea, preferably
indooars. Foar maintes
nance, waler is the easi-
esl to use on dirt. For
padnted pieces, a yesrly
touch-up with outdoor
enamel will keep it in tip

1op shape.

IRORIHETAL

Another popualar chadee from the irudi-
fional cpfegory, manuisCiurers pre now -
viding picees in more conlemporary syles
and lightweight vemsions, Traditiona] iron
is solid and heavy and had o higher price
tag due to its longer life, With maintenance
b prevent must, fron furnbiure con last a
lifetime. A wire brush or stee]l wool can
remmove small preces of st from fumiune,
Check arcas umlemeath and legs coch year
s these arcas arg the mos suscepiible 1o
rust. Covers are penerlly recommended
fior the winler to prevent fust ond every few
years @ new coal of mist-resistant oil snsnel
will extend pieces backyard life.
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RESIN

This is the most popular cholce lor on-
door furniture and highly affordable. Gen-
erally styled tradlitionally, resin furniture
docsn’t hove the huge runge of colours o
sivles since it is crented for a low price-
point. It con be left outside withour any
protection, bul over time will erack from
extended exposurg to extreme heat and
codid, Mabnienance is very bashe, Lise & wet
cloth to clean awny any accumalited din.
Avald the use of abmaive cleansers or amy-
thing with bleach as it will affect the colour
and finkh,

CUSHIONS

This cotegory has expanded with a myr-
ind of colours and textures and the creation
of n weather-resisiani fabne, made 10 sur-
vive the extremes of sun and i Woshing
with mild deterpemt will alleviate any stains
and through the winler months it's recon-
mended thai these cushions be stored in
o dq spol o prevent moibd and mildew.

These malenals ore also wsed (or unibee|los
ansl awndags.

STYLES

Trdational or conlemparary, oaldoor fur-
nitare wkes it cues from indoor Termiiune
trends, The three main tremls are Southemn
Tradional, Casual, und Exole.

SOUTHERM TRADITHINAL

Usunlly iron, wicker/ritan or wood, this
sivle incorporites carving or detalls i the
chalrs g5 well ps rectangular or circalar
glass-topped umbrella tables for dining,
The thick cushions eome in Momls or small
patterns, Colours ane usially a pasiel paletie
of vellow, omnge, pink, anc red as well os

pale green or bloe,

CasUAL

Resin and aluminum are the key maleri-
als in this caxlegory with shinple style chabrs,
especially imitating the popular Adiron-
dack o Muskoka style choir. Dining tebles
wold be square or circular unbrella tables
Colours are usually red, white, or blue,
embracing a nawtical themse or neutrals such
as grey, bekge, or lan

Exonic

Wood, wickerratian, or iron are the mist
popular materials of this sivle, reminiscent
of a South Pacific isle or the Coribbean.
Wood dining tables or o combination of
wiood and iron as well as slat-back chairs
and loungers are part of this style. Colours
are usically brights — such os red, fuschia,
or chartreuse = or pewtrals = white, hlack,
o Erey.

A CCESSORIES

Mo juesd chaars, iables, and bunge chairs
any longer, accessiories pow fnclude firepiis
fior cooler nights and out-
door Hghting. Lighting s
a range from oil torches
and candles 1o emvion-
mentally-friendly solar
lighting, As with imeri-
ars, odabeor lighting is
done at all levels b illa-
minate paths and walk-
ways, for dining, and
guthering arcas as well
as lnnlems oF scoBces
phove for overall ambi-
ence,. Bulli-in eooking
areds con Incorparabe d
grill, & well gs omdoor
burners. oven, a sink,
and even fridges.

Decus

Decks are snll very
traditional. However.
many peaple wani lo
avidd the look of pres-
sure-treated wood, with
its green hue, and are wirning 1o alierna-
tive decking made from resing which will
kast longer and has very Linle maintenance,
which is something to consider with s
higher price-point for insiallation, For boack-
ward areas, siose and brick are popular, bat
pre not inespensive endeavours, However,
os with the resin decking. they do lost lon-
ger than wood and have less maintenonce
ey Uhan with loose pock,

With ihe variety of sivles and sources for
pates farmitine, ony budget can be accom-
mesdated. 118 just o matter of the netmber
helping thelr customer figure oul wha
needs they have fior their ontdoor space and
borw 1o plan for winter stormge.

After thet, it's all ahowt cold drinks and a

thot hd'bn.'up.
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